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Dementia v 
Alzheimerôs

Presentation title 14/16pt
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Alzheimerôs Society

Brain diseases 
cause 
dementia

Amyloid plaques

Form around brain 

cells in Alzheimerôs

Tau tangles

Alzheimer's and other 

forms of dementia

Immune system 

(microglia)

Activated by protein 

aggregates

Lewy bodies

Dementia with Lewy 

bodies, Parkinsonôs



Current state 
of play

Â Of the top ten causes of death 

itôs the only one that we donôt 

have effective ways to try  and 

prevent, treat or cure the 

disease.

Â Current treatments donôt stop 

dementia progressing

Â No treatments for 300,000 

people in the UK

Â A third of people living with 

dementia do not have a 

diagnosis

Â No standardised care pathway 

for dementia



Dementia in 
the UK: 
scale, costs 
and research

Â Dementia costs: 2x cancer, 3x heart disease, 4x stroke

Â 7x greater investment in cancer than dementia research



A ticking time 

bomb or reason 

for hope? 
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Beta-

amyloid 

burden

- 2011

- 1991

Å Improvements in CVD disease 

management and prevention (i.e. 

smoking)

Å 1 in 3 cases of dementia could 

be preventable

Cognitive function in Aging Studies 
�±Carol Brayne School of Public 
health Cambridge

Rate OR

Least deprived 14 1

Middle 18.7 1.3

Most 20.6 1.5


